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Dear Jesiis Femandez and the Colegio Santa Maria Del Pilar,
Many greetings from MNairobi!

We are doing well at Our Lady of Nazareth Primary School and very excited that Eric
and Julius are going to spend some days with you. They represent all of us, the 1962 children in
our school, the staff and the parents. We are particularly very happy that we have established
this communion that will see us exchanging and sharing our varied unique heritages. This
relationship will benefit this huge population. We welcome your two teachers who will be
coming in July this year.

We appreciate your unbelievable efforts in supporting the programs of our school.
Special regards for the initiative you have taken to welcome our two teachers to your school. [
believe that their presence and the sharing about our school will give you a clear understanding
of Our Lady of Nazareth Primary School. This school had a very humble beginning in 1992, and
next year we shall mark our 20" anniversary since our beginning. Over the years The Marianists
have transformed the school into a very beautiful Qasis. It is situated in the heart of one of the
big slums in Nairobi where life is difficult especially to the young children.

Since the beginning of this year, we have been blessed in many ways and among the
blessings were the good performance of our children who did their National Exams end of last
year. The results of the Kenya Certificate of Primary Education were appealing. We had a good
number of our pupils who passed well and are already admitted in different secondary schools.
Sixteen of them have obtained the OLN Scholarship which is being funded by different people.

We have also received the results of last vear's Kemya Certificate of Secondary
Education. 10 of our sponsored students sat for this exam and most of them have performed so
well and they have qualified for the Public Universities which they will join end of next year.
Our best student Billy scored a Grade A of 86.5 points ranking among the best 200 students
nationally. The best overall nationwide had a Grade A of 87.1 points. Billy has made us really




proud and motivated to help many more like him. We were so delighted to see the fruits of
investing in these children’s education. We thank God for his providence through friends like
you who have continuously supported us in this mission!

During the first week of January and of February this year, we had a one day Staff
Development workshop which was based on ‘Leadership and Management® and “Nonviolent
Communication®. These two days were animated by two Marianist brathers; Bro. Mark SM. and
Fr. Richard Loehrlein SM and other facilitators, These workshops are meant to enable each staff
member to become responsible in making Our Lady of Nazareth Primary School a good and well
performing institution.

On the 29" of January this year, we celebrated Chaminade Day. All the pupils and staff
attended this celebration which was begun by Holy Mass. Thereafter there were speeches from
different people. Some children were given school uniforms while others were awarded with
Trophies for best performance in sports.

On the 11" of February this year, we organized a field trip for Grade 8 pupils. They
passed through different learning points towards the Rift Valley. They were able to view
different mountains and some agricultural practices. This was a great adventure for our children.
The places they visited were mainly areas of tourism and they were thrilled to interact with many
other visiting groups of different nationalities, giving them a sense of being highly regarded as a
school. On the 18", the Scouts had a Trip to Lake Nakuru and the surroundings. Lake Nakuru is
one of the largest lakes in Kenya and is popularly known for the many beautiful Flamingos living
there. On the 25™ last month, we had the joy to mark the 15th Prize Giving Day in our school.
During this occasion, the best pupils were awarded accordingly, basing on different levels of
performance. We were honored to welcome many guesis; a couple from Ireland and several
representatives of different Companies and Banks. Most of the gifts and prizes given were from
these visitors. Their presence was a blessing to us all.

We are grateful for your support and we pray daily for you. Your generosity has enabled
us to provide a quality education to these lucky children in our school, The special care we offer
to them makes a huge difference brightening their days from the dark environments of poverty
and misery in the slums. Our school though located in the heart of this slum, it is just a haven for
these children. The environment of Our Lady of Nazareth Primary School is just different!
Beautiful and green! It is our joy to care for our children. For us, it is the best way to work at
“development™: by helping to develop the human person in the society where we live,

With regards, 1 wish you a prosperous 2011 and blessings in abundance to you and your
family.

Truly yours,

BAD - X /A g - OLN
Bro Joseph Maricky Okoth, SM W‘Pﬂgsm - 00200

Manager, Our Lady of Nazareth Primary Scho® O. B9 WKENYA.
Tel. Office: 254-20-2720777 NF-IHE?"' o - 2720777
Mobile: +254 723814880, +254 738414646 TEL: +25
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Estimados don Jesiis Fernandez y Miembros del Colegio Santa Maria del Pilar:
Muchos saludos desde Nairobi!

Estamos todos muy bien en el Colegio de Fducacion Primaria Nuestra Sefora de Nazaret
y nos hace mucha ilusion que Eric v Julius vayan a pasar unos dias con vosotros. NOs
representan a todos nosotros; los 1962 nifios de nuestro colegio, la plantilla ¥ los padres.
Estamos especialmente contentos de haber establecido esta union que nos brindard la
oportunidad de intercambiar ¥ compartir nuestras culturas Gnicas y variadas. Esta relacion
beneficiard a ambas comunidades, Les damos por adelantado la bienvenida a vuestros dos
profesores que vendran a visitarnos el praximo julio.

Agradecemos vuestros grandes esfuerzos a la hora de apoyar los programas de nuestro
colegio y en especial la iniciativa tomada para recibir a nuestros dos profesores (Eric y Julius) &n
vuestro centro. Creo que su presencia y transmision de informacion sobre nuestra comunidad os
dard una imagen clara de nuestra realidad de Nuestra Sefiora de Nazaret. Esta escuela tuvo un
origen muy humilde en 1992 y el proximo afio celebraremos nuestro 20 aniversario. A lo largo
de los aiios los marianistas han transformado el colegio en un bonito casis. Esta situado en el
corazon de uno de los mayores barrios de extrema pobreza en Mairobi donde la vida es muy
dificil, especialmente para los nifios.

Desde el principio de este afto, nos hemos sentido muy afortunados por varios motivos
entre los cuales destacan los buenos resultados de nuestros alumnos en los Examenes Nacionales
(Kenya Certificate of Priumary Education) realizados el afio pasado. Tenemos un gran numero
de alumnos que aprobaron dichas pruebas y que, en la actualidad, ya estin admitidos en
diferentes escuelas de secundaria. Dieciséis de ellos han obtenido una Beca OLN (Our Lady of
Nazareth) patrocinada por diferentes personas.

Nosotros también hemos recibido los resultados de las pruebas nacionales de escuclas
secundarias (Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education). Dicz de nuestros alumnos becados
obtuvieron unos resultados tan positivos en dicho examen que ¢l afio que viene tendrin plaza en
las universidades pablicas. Nuestro mejor estudiante Billy, saco un sobresaliente con una nota
de 86,5 puntos y quedo entre los mejores 200 estudiantes en todo Kenia. La mejor puntuacion
nacional fue 87,1. Billy nos ha hecho estar muy orgullosos y motivados para seguir ayudando a
muchos mas como él. Estamos encantados de ver los frutos de nuestros esfuerzos, hechos en la
educacion de estos nifios. jDamos gracias a Dios por su intercesion a través de amigos como
vosotros que siguen apoyandonos continuamente para maniener gsta mision!



Durante la primera semana de los meses de enero y febrero celebramos un taller de
Formacion de Profesorado sobre “El liderazgo v la Organizacion™ y “La Comunicacion No
Violenta”, Estas dos jornadas fueron presentadas por dos hermanos marianistas, el hermano
Mark v el padre Richard Loerhlein y otros colaboradores. Estos talleres tenian como objetivo
conseguir que todos los miembros del claustro se sientan parie responsable del buen
funcionamiento de Nuestra Sefior de Nazaret,

El pasado 29 de enero, celebramos el Dia del Padre Chaminade: Toda la comunidad
educativa acudio a dicha celebracién que comenzd con una misa.  Después hubo varios
discursos, Algunos nifios recibieron uniformes escolares mientras que a otros se les premio con
trofeos por sus buenas actuaciones deportivas.

El pasado 11 de febrero se organizé una excursion para los alumnos de Octavo Grado al
Valle de Rift donde pudieron ver montafias y observar diferentes pricticas en la agricultura.
Fsta fue una gran aventura para nuestros nifios. Los lugares visitados son zonas muy turisticas
donde nuestros alumnos tuvieron la oportunidad de relacionarse e interactuar con grupos de
diferentes nacionalidades, lo cual les hizo sentirse orgullosos de pertenecer a nuesiro colegio.

El dia 18 del mismo mes, nuestro grupo scout fue de viaje a Lago Nakuru y sus
alrededores. El Lago Nakuru es uno de los lagos mas grandes de Ke nia vy es muy conocido por
la gran cantidad y belleza de lamencos que viven alli. El dia 25, tuvimos la alegria de celebrar
¢l 15" Entrega de Premios Académicos de nuestra escuela. Tuvimos el honor de contar con
muchos invitados: una pareja de Irlanda, y algunos representantes de diferentes empresas y
bancos. Muchos de los premios y regalos otorgados, fueron donaciones de estos visitantes. Su
presencia fue una bendicion para todos nosotros.

Estamos muy agradecidos por vuestro apoyo y rezamos diariamente por todos vosotros.
Vuestra generosidad ha permitido que demos una educacion de calidad a estos afortunados nifios
de nuestro centro. Los cuidados especiales que nosotros les ofrecemos hacen posible una gran
diferencia: dar un rayo de luz al entorno oscuro de pobreza y miseria de sus barrios. Aungue
nuestro colegio esté situado en el corazon de este barrio, sirve de espacio de esperanza para
wdos estos nifos. {1l ambiente de Nuestra Sefiora de Nazaret es simplemente diferente!
iBonito y verde! Es una alegria para nosotros cuidar de nuestros nifios ¥ creemos que es la
mejor mancra de trabajar el “desarrollo™ es decir. mediante la formacion integral de la persona
en la sociedad en la que vivimos.

Os enviamos muchos recuerdos v deseamos un 2011 prispero v todas las bendiciones
para vosotros ¥ vuestras familias.

Alentamente,

Hermano Joseph Maricky Okoth, SM



